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Delivered to the 


SHERIFES, 


Upon the Scaffold on Tower-hill, on Friday Decent. 7. 1683. 


By Algernoon S1dney, Elq 


Before his Execution there, 


Men, Brethren, and Fathers ; Friends, Country- 
men, and $ rangers ; 


T May te expected that I ſhould now fay 
ſome Great matters unto you, but the Rt 
gour of the Seaſon, and the Infirmities of 
= oy Ag e, encreaſed by a- cloſe Impriſonment of 
ive months, doth not'permit me. 
Moreover , we lwe-in an Age that maketh 
Truth pals for Treaſon: | dare not fay any thing 
contrary unto it, and the Ears of thoſe that are 
abour 'me will probably be found too tender to 
hear it. My Tryal and Condemnation doth ſut- 
heiently evidence rliis. 


Weſt, Runſey, and Keyling, whio were brou - | 


to prove the Plot, faid no more of me, than t 

they knew me not; and ſome others equall ww | 
knowh unto me, had uſed oy wh, a 
of ſome others, to give a l.ttle Reputation unto | 


their Deſigns. The Lord Howard is too infamous 
| g 


by his Lite, and the many Perjuries not to be 
denyed, or rather ſworn by timſelf, to deferve 
mention ; and being a ſingle Wirneſs would be 
of no value, though he had been of unblemiſhed 
Credit, or had not ſeen and confefſed that the 
Crimes committed by him would be 

only for committing more ; and even the Pardon - 
promiſed could not be obtained till the Drudgery 
of Swearing was over, 

This being laidaſide, the whole matrer is redu- 
ced to the Pa Papers faid to be found in my Cloſet by 
the Kings Officersy without” any other Proof of 
their being written by me,than-what is taken from' 
quinn upon the fimilitude of a Hand that is' 

counterfeited, and which hath been lately 
| Sechrnd i in the Lady Car's Caſe to be no Lawtful 


that | Evidence'in Criminal Cauſes. 


Bur if I had been ſeen to write them, the mat- 
ter 
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ter would hot be much altered. They plainly ap- 
pear to relate unto a large Treatiſe written long 
fince in anſwer to Filmer's Book; which by all 


Incettigent Men is thought-to be grounded-upen-|- 


wicked Principles; equally pernicious unto Megt- 
{rates and Pcople. bet 
If he might publiſh unto the World his O- 
pinion; That all Men are torn ynder a, neeelpry 
derived from the I aws of Ged and Nature,. 
ſubmit unto an Abſolute- Kingly Government, 
which could be reftirained_by no Law, or Oath ; 
and that he that hath thgr , Whether 
camdntgat by Creation, Ele: it 
Uſurpagiog,, or any other | had the Right3 
and Gone gil Oppoſe his Willgbut the Perſons 
ſubjet unto it ; I know not why I might not 
_ have publiſhed my Opinion to. the contrary, 
w.thout the breach ot any Law i have: yet 
known: 
I might as freely as he, publickly have decla- 


That God 1d left Natibns unto/the Liberty of |,could be in many years, kand 
+Hhem-T would never--have been. -Ss mu 


red my Thoughts, and the Realogs u hich | 6*tzav 
they. were grgynded,. and I perſuggded F-- 


ſertivg up ſachGovernments as beſt-plea 
ſc]ves. 
That Magiſtrates were ſet up for the good of 


Nations, nok Miions forthe? Howbar ty plory- 


of Magiſtrates. 
That the Right and Power of Magiſtrates in 


every Country, was that which the Laws'vf that 


-. Colin de it to be *—7F7 1 + | 
© | Laws were to be obſerved,-and the 
Oaths taken by them, having the force of a Con- 


. traſt between Magiſtrate and People, could not 
be Violated without danges ' of; diſiglupg; the 
whole Fabrick. 

That Uſurpation could give no Right, and the 
moſt dangerous of all Enemies unto Kings were 
they, who raiſing their Power to an Exorbitant 
Height, allowed unto Uſurpers all the Rights be- 
longing unto it. | 

"hat ſuch Uſurparions bang; ſeldom- Compaſ- 

_ fed without the;$hanghter of the Reigning Perion, 
or--Family,; the-worlt of all Villanies. was there- 
by; rewarded wwh the moſt Glorious Privileges. 

That if-ſuch Dottrines were received ,; they. 
wouldrſtir up. men-to the Deſtruttion, of Princes 
with- more - Viplence than all the Paſſions that 
have- hitherto »raged in the: Hearts of the moſt 
Unruly, | 


" That none could be Safe, if ſuch--a | Re- 


. * Ward: Were. propoſed unto any thaz could de- 


my: 1, 


ſtroy-them..: | 
few would-be ſo. gentle as to ſpare even 


the Beſt, if by their. deſtruttion a Wild Uſarper 


could become God's Anointed ;; and: by the; moſt 
execrable Wickedneſs inveſt himſelf,with that Di- 
vine Character. 

This is the Scope of, the; whole Treatiſe ; the 
. Writer gives ſuch Reaſons as at preſent did oc- 


q 
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llartsof his Subjetsmaull®Be. indiſpenſably |- 


lin Proſegation $Frh&« 


cur unto him, to prove it.. This ſeems to agree 
with the Dodrines of the moſt Reverenced Au- 


heir Country , 
-Kilg of 


was miſtaken, 


, Reaſon and 


and it hath not ( as I think ) been ever known 
that they had been referred to the Judgment of 
a Jury, compoſed of Men utterly unable to com- 
prehend them. 

- But there was little of this in my Caſe; the 
agance-of. my Pugſecugors gogs kygher : the 
bqye-mentgoned Tregtiſe was peve ed, nor 
) probably 

is of it 


> 


ſince, never reviewed nor 
| n; and the fiftieth part of it 
\was produced, :and! ror the tenth-gqf_that offered 
to be read. That which was never known un- 
to thoſe who are ſaid to have Conſpired with 


was Written lon 
ſhewn unto any M; 


me, was ſaid to be intendfd tg ſtir up the PgH 
ns-of thoſe. . 


When nothing of particular Application un- 


rators.”. _ 


| 


| that the Succeſſion had ſtill cont 


to Time, Place, qr Perſon could be found in ix, 
( 2s hah ever bean; done by thoſe who endea- 
vour'd to raiſe Inſurreftions) all was ſupplied 
by Inaendos. 

Whatſoever is faid of the Expulſion of 7ar- 
quin; the InſurreQion againſt Nero; The Slaugh- 
ter of Caligula, or Domitian ; The Tranſlation of 
the Crown of Frazce from Meroveus his Race 
unto Pepin ;, and from this Deſcendants: yoto 
Hugh Capet , and the like, applied by- /ynweud? 
unto the King, 

They have riot conſidered, thatif ſuch” Ats of 
State. be not good, - there is -not a King in. the 
World that has any Title to the Crawn he bears; 
nor can have any, unleſs be could: deduce his Pe- 
digree 'from the. Eldeſt Son of //Noah., and ſhew 

ic the; El- 
% Eldeſt, Line, and been fo. deduced: to 
m. } 
Every one may ſee what advantage 


this would 
be. to all the Kings 


deſt of the 


, of the World ; and” wherher 
that failing, it were, not better-for them, to, ac- 
know] they had received their Crowns by 
the Conſent of Willing Nations.z.or to have go 
better Title unzo them. than/Uſurpation and Vio- 
lence,, which by the ſame ways. may be taken 


| from them 


But 1 was long ſince told that I muſt Dye, or 
the Plot muſt Dye. 

Leaſt the means of deſtroying the belt Prote- 
ſtants. in E»g/and ſhould fail, the Bench muſt be 
filled with fuch as had been Blemiſhes to the 
Bar. 

None but ſuch as theſe would have Adviſed 
with the King's Council, of the means of bring- 
ing a Man to death ; Suffered a Jury to be pack- 
ed by the King's Solicitors, and the Under-She- 
riff; Admit of Jury-men who are not Freeholders ; 
Receive ſuch Evidence as- is above mentioned ; 
Refuſe a Copy of an Inditment, or to Sutter the 
Statute of 46 £4. 3. to be read, that doth ex- 
preſly Ena, It ſhould in no Caſe be denied unto 
any Man upon any occaſion whatſoever ; Over- 
rule the moſt important Points of Law without 
hearing. And whereas the-Stat. 25 Ed. 3. upon 
which they ſaid I ſhould be Tried, doth Reſerve 
unto the Parliamene all Conſtructions to be made 
in Points of Treaſon, They could aſſume unto 
themſelves not only a Power to make Conſtruc- 
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tions, but ſuch ConſtruQions as neither 
with Law, Reaſon, or Common Sence,. 
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By theſe means I am brought to this Place, 
The Lord forgive theſe Prattices, and avert the 
Evils that threaten the Nation from theni, The 
Lord Santifie theſe my Sufferings unto me; and / 
though I fall as a Sacrifice unto Idols, ſuffer not 
Idolatry to be Eſtabliſhed in this Land. Bleſs th 
People, and Save them. Defend thy own Car 
and .Defend thofe that Defend it. Stir up ſuch 
as are Faint ; Dirett thoſe that are Willing; Con. ' 
firm thoſe that-Waver ; Give Wiſdom and Inte» 
grity unto All. Order all things ſo as may moſt 
redound unto thine own Glory, Grant that | 
wy Dye glorifying Thee for all thy Mercies ; 
and that at the laſt Thou haſt permitted me to be 
Singled out as a Witneſs of thy Truth ; and even 
by the Confeſſion of my Oppoſers, for that 
DLD CAUSE in which I was from\my 


Youth en , and for which Thou haſt Often 
and W y declared thy Self, 


We do Appoint Robert Horn, Fobn Baker, and Jobn Redmayne, 
to Print this Paper; and that none other do Preſume to 


Print the ſame. 
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Peter Damel. 
Sam. Daſbwood. 
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Printed for R. H. F. B. and F. R. 
mn Amen Corner; 
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and are to be ſold by Walter Davil 
MDCLXXXIII 


